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In the former category were valuable manuscripts m every
language, collected at great expense, and most of them quite
unable to be replaced. Not less deplorable was the loss in the
domain of Art. Irrespective of pictures and statues which
were plundered, many valuable pieces of ancient sculpture,
exquisite gems, cameos, vases, and countless specimens of the
work of the minor arts were destroyed, sharing in a general
ruin which reduced a palace which had been the admiration
of eveiy foreign visitor, and the chief ornament of the city,
to the condition of one sacked by an enemy's troops. The
contemporary French historian, Philippe de Commines, after
giving a long list of the valuable things lost in this great
act of vandalism computes that, over and above what was
carried off, the money value of what was destroyed rep-
resented "more than 100,000 crowns."13 All that energetic
labour and aitistic taste had collected in half a century was
dispei sed or destroyed in a day.

We have a glimpse of one item among these plundered
treasures eight years later, viz , the four valuable vases which
had belonged to Lorenzo, and which we find m 1502 offered
for sale in Florence. Isabella d'Este, Marchioness of Mantua,
writes in that year requesting that Leonardo da Vinci, who
was then in Plorence, would inspect them for her, as she heard
they were for sale, and would send her a report on them and
the price at which they were valued. Leonardo, having
examined them, was in ecstasies over their beauty; he reported
that all four had Lorenzo's name engraved in Roman letters
on the body of the vase, and as to tb* prices at which they
were to be obtained, said, "the crystal vase, all of one piece
and very fine, is valued at 350 ducats; the jasper vase, of
variegated colours and encrusted with pearls and* rubies, on
a gold stand, at 240 ducats, the agate vase, at 200 ducats;
and the jasper vase on a silver stand, at 150 ducats." They
were evidently too costly an ornament for the Marchioness of
Mantua, and she did not buy them. They therefore remained
in Florence, and some fifty years afterwards were sought out